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Golden plover (Plover family) - Migratory bird

Size : Approx. 24 cm (smaller than pigeon)
Characteristics : Black peck, Black face and chest with white belt. Yellow and black dots on the back,

black legs. Has a high pitched voice. Feed on insects in shallow water. Seen 77 I l L@HE Z
throughout the main island of Japan.

Wintering Spot : Australia, the Philippines, Okinawa Imﬁ % ﬁ —D y) ; 5
Breeding Ground : the North Pole, Siberia 4 :

\ Let's explore your community
kwith a frog's viewpoint
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Let's discuss migratory birds' messages of nature and peace!
Regional Community-developed Environmental Education Program




AN AN AN A AN AR A R TR TN AR AN S AT A A A R A TNV A AN AN \

CATIVESD.EDETOEND, g 1S 1=F4h SIS 1=F 4~

Learning about Frogs and Migratory BII’dS From Local Community to Global Community
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Uniting the world with living creatures Observation of a golden plover as it travels over 10-thousand kilometers Breeding Ground \ @ e
The extraordinary working of nature takes place everyday. The golden plover bird is an example of one of the many paths living ;’;ngﬁi” gfr:;rerb'_?e il i A
The migration networks of wild birds and fish spread around the globe, creatures take as it fravels over 10-thousand kilometers. The migratory feather ch;ges to bl = O S RETE (B2 A ) N
and such networks transcend manmade boundaries. This project aims bird, weighing some 100 grams, loses half rts WEIQh‘[ by the time when it breeding season. ﬂ |
to create a peaceful world by promoting environmental education on reaches the rice fields and wetlar ¢ stopover before Their breeding grou 4 " (10-11p) i@ 71U (HRH) A

increasing threat . z
|/ | Golden plover's migratory route

il | March : Leaves wintering spots in the Philippines
I (mainly near the coral reefs)
| B April : Leaves wintering spots in the Japanese
‘ southern island of Okinawa (mainly near tidelands)
| May : Leaves for the Nobi and Kanto Plain for a

j"b°E GJ ‘E U %M | stupo\{er(m;iinly on rice fields) Leaves for

Ogata in Akita for stopover Leaves for Komuke

’@?ﬂb@:m&o@bi@@ / ‘ lake in Hokkaido for stopover

a community basis in the region that share space with living creatures. moving on to its.

June : Leaves for Kamchatka via Hachiro Lake for &

| stopover

| =B | July-August : Leaves for the North Pole for breeding

| Sep : Leaves the Morth Paole and returns to Nobi and
Kanto Plain for a stopover

| Oct-Nov : Leave for its wintering spots in Okinawa and
| \ the Philippines
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Let's start with a local community that utilizes the wi
elderly people, Information Technology and satellites
Elementary and junior high school students in Kasumigaura and Kitaura ar
Ibaraki Prefecture actively participate in the city planning process that seeks
coexist with wildlife species. They undertake various initiatives that incluc
observing natural the natural environment and migratory bird patterns, making
maps of the areas that wid plants and animals inhabit, and learning the
environmental wisdom of the local elderly people. They also construct their own
biospheres called 'biotope’ at their school and exchange information on the
species observed around them wusing advanced information technology.
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Southeast Asm/AustfaI!a vatering spots™
The Golden plover wi é in tidelands and coral reefs
outheast Asia mcludmg the Philippines amd Australia.
Their wprrtermg spots haye been slowly dlsappeamg a5k
a rise in seawater temperature is destroying coral reefs /
while a global warming- mduced rise in $eawater washesf’-" /
away tidel lands.
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Network of schools e 2 L i . . ' . The first global assessment of amphibian | X2 &% ]
663 GommuETy araund the besin Network of schools in TR extinction. Frogs are believed to be hypersenstive to changes in the environment, and their mpul'a”ms hes provided 4 new context ggggg i
stopover areas across Japan Technok;g; extinction is a big warning to humanity. This project involves elementary schools around  for the decine of amehibian species. ERE.LyECEEEs
Calling on all elementary schools to observe the arrival of the golden plover Living Creatures' the world to creste 8 network of migratory birds on the Infernet. Students also share (et REEIOVEE PSR | §E8 LG gu B lbag
All elementary schools near stopover grounds across the nation are asked to participate in this project. We call on students to report the location and surrounding Path Website information on local wildlife as well as activities to protect their habitats. Advanced  either birc:,s sl 'séﬂzi.'agk [:-f I A r e bl
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environment where they saw the bird as wel as the number. We also ask students to report their efforts to protect small species including frogs, and their general Information Technology wil be used as the main communication tool among students mm;;esr‘::;;undreéi of amplhibianl EREEZTES ,;E%; L
thoughts on environmental issues and world peace. The results will be introduced on the special website of the “Tracking Living Creatures' Paths project.” throughout this project. species now face extincrion.
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Environmental Program- Uniting the World W[th a Living Creatures' Path
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Starting at home

Let's begin by learning about the natural environment from our local community where small living creatures like frogs live. We can then
make proposals to development projects that seeks to coexist with wildlife species depending on the needs of each community. For
example, the migration networks of wild birds and other living creatures transcend manmade boundaries, and such networks are
invaluable assets in understanding the extraordinary workings of nature in which human beings are a part of.
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Responding to the needs of migratory birds

The Kasumigaura and Kitaura areas in Ibaraki Prefecture along with the rice fields and wetlands across Japan offer a resting ground for the
golden plover as it migrates from the Philippines and Okinawa to Siberia and the North Pole. Throughout this program, children will learn that
each area on the migratory route is vital in allowing the golden plover to continue its long journey. Children will also learn how coral reefs,
tidelands, rice fields, wetlands, tundra areas and other regions necessary for the migratory bird to survive are under threat.
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Understanding the natural environment and society of each area to unite the world
This project will encourage children around the world to learn about the paths that living creatures take and to understand how the very
community where they live is important to such a journey. We will begin this project in Japanese elementary schools and eventually disseminate it

to elementary schools around the world creating a global network of wildlife species and children. We will also set up a system where school children can select the
migratory route of a wildlife species and communicate with children in corresponding regions.
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Children are playing a leading role in restoring the health of Japan's second largest lake
Some 170 elementary schools are involved in the Asaza Project that strives to restore and rehabilitate the
natural environment of Lake Kasumigaura and the Kasumigaura catchment basin (around 2,200 k). Children
in the region have been learning ways to coexist with frogs and other wildlife species. Their voices are being

heard and are being utilized in city planning. Children in forest areas as well as near the lake form a wide

network and strive to create a sustainable society. Our eventual aim is to restore the Japanese crested ibis,
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\_ Staff from the Asaza Fund hold classes now extinet in the wild, in 100 years.




